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| Ancenfes me tantos labores diurnos, notturnofyue Domi, Militieque fufteptu- 

rum fuiffe, firtifdem finibus glariam meam,. quibus vitam effem terminatus 
Nonne melius. multo fuifet, otiofam atatem, cy. 
‘bore, G contentioné traducere ? Sed ne{cio quomodo Animus erigens fe pofteri- 
quafitum exceffiffet @ vita, tum denique vittu- 


quietam fine ullo la- 
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@21HA V E ina former Paper 
ma occafionally,. mentioned a 
‘under the fpecious Name of 
Free-Thiukers, erideavour to 
vent Notions and Opiniens, 
which are fo abfurd and-fo 
Mf that 1 cannot ‘but be ama-~ 
Wim 6 aed; how they can have a place allowed 
thea: in the Breaft: of any one, who ever 
Thinks at-all. ‘I may perhaps be thought 
to'fpéak: with too. much icveriubbe againft @ 

le, whofe Unhappinefs -feems to want 
: tther Aggravation. If-I know myfeif, 
nea ~=«d Dhave'an Heart which is no ways inclined 
| toinfale. over the Unfortunate: But when 
Men pretend. to triumph in their Folly ; 
when whey affume the very Partof the De- 
vil himfelf; and mialicioufly and induftrionfly 
endeavour to involve orhers in the fame Srate 
MS of Guilt and Mifery, into which they them- 
ha felves are fallen ; Lthink they can hever be. 
i =mention’d with too much Ignominy or De- 
1 teltation. However, as I have declared my- 
= felf'id Friend to: Prejudice, and can as little 
aM] approve’ of attempting to overturn any 
my) «thing by givingit, a hard Name, or endea- 
,H vouring to runit down merely by the Diat 
mw Of Noife and’Clamour : I thall employ the 
} ‘emainder of my Paper, to fhow that it is 
net altogether: without reafon, that I have 
made: ufe of the harfh Terms, in which I 
havé formerly fpoken of them. 
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I may perhaps in fome of my “future Lu- 
cubrations, demonftrate the Folly and Un- 
reafonablenefs of Atheifm; but, fhall at 
prefent confine myfelf to the Confideration 
of the Meannefs and Uncomfortablened{s of 
the Profpeét, which ic muft neceflarily. lay 
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before the View of every Profeffor of it, 
whenever he concerns himfelf at all with the * 
uneafy Task of Thinking. In a‘Chriftian 
Reformed Country, the Deift muft un- 
doubredly be always: very néar a-kin to the 
Arheift ; nay, (as the Tenets of the formet 
are, if poffible, ftill more abfurd ‘and im- 
robable than thofe of the latter, tho’ the 
Sokeniions may be fomething more plan- 
fible.and,{pecious) I believe I might with 
truth afarm, That no one amongft us ever 
profefles himfelf a Deift, whois’ not at the 
fame. time really in his. Heart an Atheiff. 
Whatever therefore I fhall urge againft the 
Infidel of .one kind, will, I hope, ‘extend it- 
felf zo the other Dencmination of Unbe- 
lievers ;,and with how much Animofity fo- 
ever I.may feem to fpeak agaiatt, fome of 
the harden’d. Leaders in Impiety, I affure 
them, I:had ten rhoufand timesrather Re- — 
claim an Atheift than Expofe him. , 


MAN, confider’d as depending merely 
ujjon himfelf, without the Affiftance of any 
fuperiour Being, and taken only im his pre- 
fent State, éxclufive of an Hereafter, may 
beveafily fhewn to be a very blind, a very 
helplefs, avery inconfiftent and unaccounta- 
ble, and, by certain confequence, a very mi- 


+ 


ferable Being. ; 


IF he is wife enough to know himfelf, 
he muft be daily convinced, that his. Un- 
derftanding is fo dark and confufed, that he 
is perpetually liable to be impofed upon by 

mberlefs Deceptions; and that ic is 

erefore with great difficulty, that he can 
ver form true and juft Notions for the Con- 
uét of his Life. His.Reafon; at the fame 
ime,js very often too weak a Match for his 
Paffions 3 
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Paitions : fo that when he has fometimes 
been able with great labour to find out the 
right Courfe he isto fteer; it is ftill a great 
Chance but fome unruly Paffion grows too 
headftrong to let him purfue it ; forces him 
to fhut his Eyes again, and throw himfelf 
blindfold into certain Mifery and Ruin. 


BUT fuppofing him able to difcern his 
way, and that-his Paffions will give him 
leave to follow the Guidance of his Reafon: 
Yet, alas ! moft frequently how impotent is 
his greateft Strength ? And how detfeCtive is 
his wifeft Skill, either to obtain the Objecé& 
of his Wifhes, or to fecure the enjoyment of 
it, ifhe is fo fortunate as to become poflef- 
{ed of it? Nor is he better able to avoid or 
repel the Evil, than he is to obtain or fecure 
the Good. _ From Without, he is daily ex- 
pofed to ten thoufand Accidents, which are 
beyond his utmoft Wifdom to ;revent, or 
his Power to withftand. Within, he is li- 
able to as many Difeafes, which may every 


- Moment overturn his Underftanding, or de- 


prive him of his Being. eer 


BUT fuppofing we were to remove all 
thefe unfurmountable Evils and Miferies, 
awhich muft neceflarily attend blind, helplefs 
Man in the Condition we are viewing him : 
Suppofing, I fay, we thould fet all thefe 
alide, and place him (where no one yet ever 
has or canarrive) in the quiet and fecure 
Enioyens of every thing he can wifh for, 


‘or defire; even here, if we exclude Reli- 


ion, he will be happy only in one part of 
himfelf ; and that toot fat the greaneh, 
and the leaft capable of affording him any 
real andfolid Delight. ‘The Animal Part of 
him may be glutted with fenfual Enjoy- 
ments ; but the Rational muft be ftill un- 
{atisfied, and pine away in fruitlefs and in- 
effectual Defires after an Happinefs that is 
of a more exalted and a more lafting Nature, 
and fo better fuited to its uperiour and 
boundlefs Faculties. Nay, after we have 
removed his Life out of the power of 
Chance ; after we have fecured him from 
every Evil he fears, and loaded him: wich 
every Good he defires ; yer ftill even the A- 
nimalPart of a Creature which muft Think 
and Look before him, will be er far from 
being happy. He cannot but forefee the 
gradual Decay of every Faculty within him, 
that now gives him Pleafure: And he will 
be but too fenfible, that tho’ he keeps his En- 
joyments, yet he muft ina little time lofe all 
his Relith for them; as, according to the 
{tated Courfe of Nature, a Man may foon 
out-live moft.of his fenfual Pleafures. 


IF therefore Man, notwithftanding all 
thefe imaginary Bleflings with which we 
have furrounded him, is ftill fo far from be- 





ing happy on the Principles of Athesr, . 
How miterable would oad ee wae 
if ten thoufand irrefiftable Evils were let 
loofe upon him ; and whatever he loves oy 
values, with his Life iefelf, wag every Mo- 
ment atthe arbitrary Difpofal of a blind 
and mercilefs Chance ? To Comipleat the 
whole, an eternal ~Death muft clofe the 
Scene ; and the beft he can hope for, is to 
lofe the Confcioufnefs of every thing, and 


fink at once into a State of Annihilation, 















THIS isthe beloved Hypothefis of an 
Atheift ; which muft caft a Sas on every 
rifing Virtue, and give a Check to every 
thing that is Great or Noblé in Humax 
Narure. If this wastrues Let us live to. 
day, fhould be our Morro: And happiet 
would he be, who knows or thinks the leaft, 
and comes the neareft to his Brethren of the 
Brute Creation. 












BUT Leannot conclude my Paper,with- 
out introducing the Chearful and Reviyi 
Light of, Religion, to difpel the Damps ; 
Mifts of this uncomfortable Profpeé&t. Lep 
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this no fooner enter, and Man no : 
feels his Weaknefs, or laments his Blinds — 
nefs. He has infinite Power for his De 
fence, and infinite Wifdom for his Guide} 
and. both employ’d by infinite Goodnef$ to 
fecure his Happinefs. He is ho more that § 
inconfiftent Creature we beforé beheldhim Mie 
His better Half, no longer wants an Objet Bh wh 
to employ its moft exalted Faculties with iyi 
inexpreflible Delight: nor is his boundlefs 
Love of Life any longer vain and fruitlefs, 
whilft Death lofes its formidable Sting, and. 
dwindles only into a fhore Pafflage to Eter- 
nity. apr which infpires the’ Soil 
with the noblelt and moft generous Senti- 
ments, and warmly animates her in the 
purfuic of Vircue! Eternity, which tells 
us that che Memory of our glorious A@tions 
fhall out-live even Time itfelf; and affures 
us, that every Degree of Virtue which we 
acquire in this Life, fhall be carried with us 
through the Gulph of Death, and entitle 
us to a fuperiour Share of endlefs Happir — 
nefs and Glory ! 
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